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Dear Parents/Carers,  

We've had another wonderful week at GB!  

Some of our green-fingered Year 3/4 children have started 
developing an area of the school grounds near to the 
community entrance on Gordonbrock Road. We’ll share more 
about this exciting development in a future edition of the GB 
Weekly, and can’t wait to see what plans they team have in 
store. Thank you to all involved – including Mrs Barber for 
organising and a parent, Miss Luxton, who is volunteering her 
time to support!  

Our Year 6 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their Freshwater Theatre 
workshop on Tuesday, which proved to be a brilliantly 
immersive way to launch their new history unit about the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age.  

Please keep a look out for your child’s achievement ladder, 
which has been sent home in your child’s bookbag today. A 
covering letter has been emailed to you which includes 
information that will support you in understanding the ladder. 
If you have any questions, please do speak to your child's class 
teacher.   

Looking ahead to next week, we have more enrichment 
planned.  

On Tuesday, Year 4 visit the British Museum, which will provide 
a fantastic opportunity to ignite their new history unit, The 
Maya: Marvellous or Macabre?  

Year 3/4 parents, please don’t forget, we have a Maths event 
at 8.20am on Thursday. Please see separate letter for details.  

Later on Thursday morning, we are thrilled to welcome British 
saxophonist and flautist, Tony Kofi. Widely recognised as one of 
the leading Jazz saxophonists in the UK, he will perform for 
both KS1 and KS2 as part of Trinity Laban's ‘Jazz on Tour’ 
project, offering a unique cultural experience.  

Finally, on Friday, Year 6 will participate in Talk Consent 
workshops, which will be a valuable session supporting their 
personal and social development. 

It’s shaping up to be another great week at GB and we’re really 
looking forward to it!  

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Wright 

Christmas Jumper Donation Day 

We know we've only just got back into the 
swing of things and we're certainly not 
thinking about Christmas 2025 already, 
however, we need your help!  

We'd love for you to donate any Christmas 
jumpers that your children may have 
outgrown.  

We need a variety of sizes, from 4- to 16-
years-old.  

All jumpers must be in washed and good 
condition. 

Please bring in any donations to your child's 
class on Friday, 7 February 2025. 

Thank you for your support! 
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From Smiles to Sirens: Discovering People Who Help Us! 

This week in nursery, we delved into the theme of People Who Help Us, with a special spotlight on dentists! The children discovered 
the vital tools dentists use, what to expect during a dental visit and how these professionals help keep our teeth strong and healthy. 
Our little learners had a fantastic time playing pretend dentists, practising tooth care and learning the importance of good oral hygiene 
in a fun, interactive way. Creativity was in full swing during our junk modelling activities, where the children crafted incredible vehicles 
like ambulances, boats and police cars—just like those used by other everyday heroes in our community. It’s been an exciting week of 
hands-on exploration, imaginative play and gaining a deeper understanding of the wonderful people who work to keep us safe, healthy 
and happy! 



www.gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk info@gordonbrock.lewisham.sch.uk 

@GordonbrockS 020 8690 0704 

Exploring the Past: Year 3’s Day at the Imperial War Museum! 

In Year 3 this week, we have been writing recounts about our fantastic trip to the Imperial War Museum. We reflected on our favourite 
experiences, such as squeezing into the Morrison and Anderson shelters, counting the number of WWII vehicles we saw and listening 
to a fascinating talk about keeping safe during the Blitz. Later on in the week, we began exploring the different properties of rocks 
during an investigative science lesson, where we tested out the durability, permeability and density of metamorphic, sedimentary and 
igneous rocks, enabling us classify them in different ways. In English, we started a new class text called 'Frog Belly Rat Bone' and 
enjoyed creating our own sock monsters in response. We will then use these monsters as a creative tool to help us begin writing our 
own non-chronological reports.  
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Year 5 Multiplying with Maths Board Games! 

This week in Year 5, we mastered the art of multiplying large numbers using the expanded column method in 

Maths. To showcase our skills and practise the technique, we played exciting board games filled with maths 

challenges along the way. While we competed against our partners, teamwork and collaboration were 

encouraged—helping each other out whenever someone got stuck! It was a fun and engaging way to build 

confidence in our learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This week, we explored the importance of building self-
efficacy and resilience by connecting the UNICEF Rights of the 
Child to strategies for overcoming challenges.  

In our KS1 assembly this week, we 
shared the inspiring story of Hope-a-
potamus— from The Book of Hopes—
helping our younger learners 
understand how hope and 
perseverance can help them navigate 
difficulties.  

For KS2, we focused on practical 
strategies to face challenges, using a 
butterfly drawing activity to symbolise 
growth and transformation.  

Miss White demonstrated these 
techniques, thoughtfully 
incorporating feedback from the 
children and Miss Barry, to 
empower children with tools to 
tackle obstacles and thrive. 
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Finding Home: Amazing Places Animalas Live 
 by Mike Unwin 

Finding Home is a celebration of animals and 

their drive to survive no matter the odds - 

finding shelter in every nook and cranny on 

Earth, from the obvious to the unusual. With 

rich, vivid non-fiction storytelling and arresting 

illustrations, this is an essential collection for 

anyone fascinated by animals and the wild 

ways they live. 

A stunning sequel from Mike Unwin and Jenni 

Desmond, the internationally bestselling duo 

behind Migration. 

Olivetti 
By Millington  

Being a typewriter is not as easy as it looks. Surrounded by books 

(notorious attention hogs) and recently replaced 

by a computer, Olivetti has been forgotten by the 

Brindle family - the humans he’s lived with for 

years. The Brindles are busy: Dad and Mum work 

constantly, three of their children put the extra in 

extra-curriculars, and Ernest, their shy twelve-

year-old, goes off alone to read. When Olivetti 

learns Mum has mysteriously gone missing, he 

believes he can help find her. He breaks the only 

rule of his ‘kind’ and types back to Ernest, who 

must face what he and his family have been 

running from, The Everything That Happened. Only by working 

together will they find the parts of themselves they’ve lost. 

Age 8-12 

Up DownInside Out 
Written by Joohee Yoon 

Up Down Inside Out is another innovative 

and surprising book from artist and 

bookmaker JooHee Yoon. This time, she 

takes up aphorisms and gives them wit and 

playfulness through visual explanation. 

Graphically gorgeous and mentally 

stimulating, this is a book for all ages, as 

well as for the ages. 
Age 6-10 

UN Convention on the Right of the Child  

We are very proud to be a Unicef Rights Respecting School,    

having achieved the Unicef UK Silver - Rights Aware Award.   

To help children carry on the discussion at home, we will be     

focussing different articles of the convention in each newsletter so 

that our families can explore the rights and meanings together. 

Age 7-9 

Article 29 of the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) outlines the 

fundamental aims of education, emphasizing 

its role in the holistic development of children. 

Education, as articulated in this article, goes 

beyond academic achievement, aiming to 

nurture children’s personality, talents, and 

mental and physical abilities to their fullest 

potential. 

 

 

 

The rights of a child, as outlined by UNICEF, are fundamental 

principles designed to ensure every child can grow, develop 

and thrive in a safe, healthy and supportive environment. 

These rights, enshrined in the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (CRC), focus on protecting children 

from harm, promoting their well-being and empowering them 

to participate in decisions that affect their lives. Key rights 

include the right to education, healthcare, protection from 

exploitation and the right to express their opinions. UNICEF 

works globally to ensure that these rights are upheld for all 

children, regardless of their background or circumstance. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

21/01/2025 Y4 British Museum Trip  

23/01/2025 

Year 3/4 Maths Parent Event  

(8.20-8.45am) 

Jazz on Tour Performance  

24/01/2025 Y6 Talk Consent Workshop 

27/01/2025 
School Journey Meeting for Y5 

Parents only (5.30pm)  

27/01/2025 Buddy Week 

29/01/2025 Year 1 Assembly (9.10am) 

01/02/2025 LGBT + History Month 

03/02/2024 Children’s Mental Health Week 

04/02/2025 Y1 Victorian House Workshop 

06/02/2025 
Reception Astronomy 

Roadshow 

12/02/2025 Open Morning 

13/02/2025 
Parents’ Evening 

No After-School Clubs 

wb. 17/02/2025 Half Term Break 

24/02/2025 Children back to school 

03-07/03/2025 Y5 School Journey 

07/03/2025 International Women’s Day 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=11397

